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SUB J : RELEASE OF TRADE UNINISTS 

SUMMARY. 19 INNOCENT LABOR LEADERS WERE 

ARRESTED - SOME TORTURED - IN DECEMBER ON ORDERS OF PARAGUAY7S 
SECRET POLICE CHIEF CORONEL. HAD THE CASE BEEN HANDLED ROUTINELY 
THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN LEFT TO LANGUISH IN PRISON FOR YEARS. THE 
COMBINED CAMPAIGN MOUNTED BY THE EMBASSY, AIFLD, AND AFL-CIO, 

LATER JOINED BY THE LOCAL PRESS AND THE PARAGUAYAN LABOR CONFEDERA- 
TION (THE LATTER THANKS TO THE STIFEFENING PROVIDED BY OUR LOCAL 
AIFLD REPRESENTATIVE), FORCED THE GOVERNMENT TO MOVE SWIFTLY 
TO FIND ALL 19 INNOCENT AND TO RELEASE THEM WITHIN AN UNPRECE- 
DENTED TWO MONTHS. AMERICAN LABOR LEADERS DOHERTY AND BOGGS 
BROUGHT EFFECTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL PRESSURE ON THE GOP, WHICH NOT 
ONLY GAINED FREEDOM FOR THE 19 BUT SIGNIFICANTLY STRENGTHENED 
THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE PARAGUAYAN LABOR MOVEMENT AND OF THE 
LOCAL PRESS. THE IMPACT IS ALL THE MORE DRAMATIC BECAUSE THIS 
HAPPENED IN SPITE OF AN ALL OUT LAST-DITCH EFFORT BY CORONEL AND 
MONTANARO TO LINK THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LABOR LEADERS TO AN 
OBVIOUSLY FABRICATED SUBVERSIVE PLOT. THESE TWO ARE NOW 
SEETHING, AND BLAME US FOR THEIR HAVING MADE FOOLS OF THEMSELVES. 

BUT WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT THOSE WITHIN THE GOP WHO SYMPATHIZE 
WITH OUR HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY HAVE BEEN STRENGTHENED. SUGGEST 
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DOHERTY MAY WITH TO ISSUE A PUBLIC STATEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON DECEMBER 17 AND 18 SECRET POLICE CHIEF CORONEL 
CAUSED THE ARREST OF NINETEEN TRADE UNIONISTS. SOME WERE 
TORTURED; ALL RECEIVED ROUGH TREATMENT. 

2. THE COURSE OF EVENTS WAS PREDICTABLE. THE ACCUSED WOULD 
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STAY IN PRISON FOR MONTHS AND MONTHS; THERE WOULD BE MORE 
TORTURE; COMMUNIST TIES WOULD BE DISCOVERED; A FEW MIGHT 
SUCCEED IN ACHIEVING THEIR RELEASE BECAUSE OF OUTSIDE INFLUENCE 
BUT MANY WOULD LANGUISH IN PRISON FOR YEARS; THE PRESS WOULD 
REPORT NOTHING MORE THAN THE OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT STORY AND THE 
PARAGUAYAN CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS (CPT) WOULD SUPPORT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTION. 

3. THINGS DID NOT TURN OUT THAT WAY BECAUSE OF COORDINATED ACTION 
BETWEEN THE EMBASSY AND AIFLD. AT THE AMBASSADOR S DIRECTION 
AIFLD LABOR ADVISOR TORRES LAZO BEGAN WORKING ON THE CPT. THE 
RESULT WAS A CPT PROTEST, THE FIRST TIME IN TWENTY-THREE YEARS 
THAT THE CPT HAD QUESTIONED AN ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. WITH THE ARRIVAL OF AIFLD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WILLIAM DOHERTY 
AND MICHAEL BOGGS OF THE AFL-CIO THINGS REALLY BEGAN TO MOVE. 

THE EMBASSY HAD ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING THE TEAM’S 
IMMINENT ARRIVAL AND STATING THE GROUP WAS COMING TO CONSULT 
WITH THE AMBASSADOR AND MEET WITH THE CPT. THE ACTIVITIES OF 
DOHERTY AND BOGGS SHOOK THIS GOVERNMENT AS IT HAS NOT BEEN 
SHAKEN IN MANY YEARS. STRAIGHT ANSWERS, COLORFUL LANGUAGE IN 
GOOD SPANISH, A VISIT TO THE PRISONERS AND FREQUENT REFERENCES 
TO AFL-CIO'S TOTAL COMMITMENT TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 

OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION COWED THE CABAL AROUND THE 
PRESIDENT AND ENCOURAGED THE DECENT OFFICIALS OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT. THE MINISTER OF LABOR AND JUSTICE, RESPONDING TO 
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BILL DOHERTY'S INSISTENT QUESTIONING, ADMITTED THE GOVERNMENT 
HAD NO EVIDENCE THAT ANY OF THE TRADE UNIONISTS HAD BEEN 
INVOLVED IN SUBVERSION. THE PRESS, STRONGLY ENCOURAGED BY 
TORRES LAZO, TOOK A DEEP BREATH AND PRINTED BLOW BY BLOW 
ACCOUNTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 

5. THE RELEASE OF ALL THE IMPRISONED LABOR LEADERS HAS DEALT 
A SEVERE BLOW TO SECRET POLICE CHIEF CORONEL AND TO 
INTERIOR MINISTER MONTANARO. IT IS ALL THE WORSE BECAUSE 
CORONEL FABRICATED A SHOOTOUT AND EXPLOSION WHICH 
RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF ONE "SUBVERSIVE," THE ALLEGED 
WOUNDING OF THREE POLICEMEN, AND THE "DISCOVERY" OF DOCUMENTS 
LINKING THE NINETEEN PRISONERS TO A SUBVERSIVE PLOT. WHEN THIS 
BLUFF FAILED, MONTANARO GAVE PUBLIC WARNING THAT IF SUBVERSION 
WERE NOT CONTAINED THE COLORADO PARTY MILITANTS MIGHT HAVE 
TO TAKE THE LAW INTO THEIR OWN HANDS. IN OTHER DAYS THEY WOULD 
HAVE HAD THEIR WAY. INSTEAD, THEY WERE IGNORED AND PRESIDENT 
STROESSNER ORDERED THAT THE JUDICIAL PROCESSING AND RELEASE OF 
THE PRISONERS BE SPEEDED UP. 

6. THE ANGER OF MONTANARO AND CORONEL OVER THE RESULT 

IS SUCH THAT ONE OF THE AMBASSADOR’S FRIENDS IN THE ADMINISTRA- 
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TION FELT IT NECESSARY TO SEND HIM A WARNING TO TAKE SPECIAL 
CARE BECAUSE "SOME OF THESE PEOPLE ARE CAPABLE OF ANYTHING." 

7. COMMENT: THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS DEMONSTRATES THAT IF 
WE MAINTAIN HUMAN RIGHTS AS THE CENTERPIECE OF OUR POLICY, 
USE ALL THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US, (IN THIS CASE THE 
INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFL-CIO) AND REFUSE TO BE 
BLUFFED BY SELF-SERVING AND HYPOCRITICAL CHARGES OF INTER 
FERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS, SOLID ADVANCES CAN BE ACHIEVED. 

8. ACTION REQUESTED: SUGGEST DOHERTY MAY WISH TO CONSIDER 
ISSUING A PUBLIC STATEMENT CONGRATULATING THE 19 ON THEIR 
RELEASE, EXPRESSING ADMIRATION AND RESPECT TO THE MINISTER 
OF LABOR AND JUSTICE FOR HIS POSITIVE ROLE AND THE SWIFT 
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HANDLING OF THE CASE IN THE COURTS, AND EXTENDING BEST WISHES 
TO THE CPT. 

WHITE 
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